CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
respiratione, et de rackitide," published at Oxford in 1668. He was but thirty-four years of age when he died.
We are now entering on the most brilliant era that has ever occurred in this science. Hitherto the progress of chemistry had been slow and uncertain. It depended on accidental discoveries made in search of chimerical objects. Its votaries were not led on so much by the love of truth as the love of life and wealth. But the theory of Becher and Stahl gave a new direction to the pursuits of chemists, and instead of the philosopher's stone, alcahest and panacea, their labours were now directed to the establishment of a theory of combustion.
Stahl, whose mind was entirely occupied with demonstrating his favorite theory, and observing all the supposed modifications of phlogiston, seems to have overlooked the influence of air in all the phenomena which he attributes to his inflammable principle. The necessity of attending to this fluid in the operations of chemistry had already been demonstrated by Boyle and Hales. The difference between chemical events that happen in like circumstances in air and in vacuo had been observed by the former and the latter had procured from various substances different kinds of air. He thought air was the cause of solidity in bodies.
Dr. Priestley, in pursuing the experiments of Hales, discovered many elastic fluids which had heretofore been entirely overlooked by the chemists. Dr. Hales had obtained air from minium, but he had not investigated its properties. On the first of August, 1774, a day which will ever be conspicuous in the annals of science, Priestley obtained this air,* and found it much purer than atmospheric air. In the course of some experiments he instituted on this air, he found it to be the cause of the red colour ac-
* Called by him dephlogisticatcd air, from his supposing it to be air deprived of all phlogiston, and by the French chemists oxigenet from its being the principle of acidification.
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